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Welcome to this week’s SMRT Safeguarding Update… 

WAKE UP WEDNESDAY 
This edition includes information related to the recent protests in the local Redcliffe 
area and the school’s response to all forms of extremism. 

Extremism and Radicalisation (Mon 24 Nov – Fri 28 Nov) 
In this edition of Wake up Wednesday we offer advice and guidance about talking to young people 
about extremist views, this is particularly relevant in the context of the national narratives at the 
moment around immigration. In the last few weeks, there have also been organised protests and 
counter protests focused on local hotels where asylum seekers are living. This has led to 
conversations in school between staff and students about the difference between hate speech 
and free speech and what the differences are between extremism, terrorism and radicalisation. 

At SMRT we want to ensure students have the opportunity to reflect on the differences between 
hate speech and free speech and the right to protest, particularly when the protests are directly 
affecting our students and happening so close to our school. 

As our Headteacher has previously stated in a response to the 2024 summer riots: 

We must let our young people talk about how what they have seen and experienced has affected 
them, and the way they see themselves and their place in our society and the future of our 
country.  

As a school we will utilise expertise within the school, our Alive Curriculum, and the external 
resources available to us, to reflect and plan meaningful discussion. It is important that through 
their lessons and the wider experiences we offer, we continue to equip our young people to:  

• Be critical consumers of the information they come across online.  

• Be literate, articulate, and numerate.  

• Secure the skills and qualifications to have a plausible stake in the economic prosperity of our 
country.  

• Understand people and communities very different to their own and have an empathy for those 
who are the most vulnerable in our world.  
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We must also teach our young people about the abject poverty and hopelessness that blights our 
working-class communities of all colours and backgrounds. It is also important that they learn 
about the struggles of the most helpless on the margins of our society: refugees desperately 
fleeing war, the elderly suffering from loneliness, those ravaged by the misuse of drugs, and those 
experiencing serious mental health issues. 

Positively, across the country we also saw people coming together to sweep up the debris and 
make their streets safe again, the simple kindness of strangers repairing looted shops, and the 
courage of those who stood silently and stoically to protect the homes and places of worship of 
others. Within walking distance from our school, we saw people stand in between far right groups 
and refugees.  

We have long known that our schools are microcosms of wider society, reflecting the ills and 
challenges of the communities we serve at any given time. However, we should not fall into 
fatalism after these events. Our schools are also drivers for change, the pioneers of a better 
future, and the hope of a more peaceful, more caring world. I witness this from so many of our 
students daily. 

Below are some useful definitions of these terms from the educate against hate website, that may 
be good starting points for any conversations that may arise at home:  

 

At SMRT we value good relationships and educate students about what healthy relationships and 
friendships look like via our VIP lessons, pastoral curriculum, assemblies and acts of worship. The 
VIP curriculum has set lessons that tackle the issues of extremism, radicalisation, misogyny and 
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online hate specifically. Each year group is taught about online safety and how healthy 
relationships can be built and maintained online. Extremist views, hate speech and threats of 
violence and harmful sexualised behaviour is also discussed in these lessons and we have a range 
of external partners who deliver sessions to students that warn about the risks of inappropriate 
behaviour online. In addition to this, the safeguarding team monitor any concerning school-based 
searches online daily and there are stringent filtering systems to ensure that students are not able 
to access explicit material or age-inappropriate content.  

In school and in society, institutions, organisations and families are asked to watch out for the 
warning signs of radicalisation (we have included a list of these below). Please be aware that this is 
not an exhaustive list and It is important to remember that evidence of these behaviours may not 
necessarily indicate that a young person is being or has been radicalised. If your child is displaying 
any of these behaviours and you believe it is a cause for concern you should try to discuss this 
with your child, or seek support from one of the avenues detailed in the educate against hate 
guidance leaflet included in today’s issue. 

  

If you are concerned about the possibility of a friend, family member or someone living in your 
area being radicalised, Prevent is a national government body established to accept reports about 
these concerns.  

To discuss concerns about someone in the UK who may be vulnerable to radicalisation, you 
should contact the national police Prevent advice line on 0800 011 3764 or use the ACT Early 
website. These services offer confidential advice and guidance to prevent individuals from being 
drawn into terrorism.  

                                                       

                  
                   

       

                                             
                                     

                             

                  

                
              
              

                   
       

                                                            

               
            

                   
                    
                 

                                                    

                                                                  
                                                            

                       

                                              

                                                         

                                   

                                              
           

                                              
                           

https://actearly.uk/
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If you would like further guidance and advice in this area, Educate against hate provide a top-tips 
for parents’ leaflet (see attached) that gives additional support strategies for starting 
conversations with young people. 

 
 

 

As always, if you have any immediate concerns about safeguarding issues, students, 
or the school site, please get in touch via:  

 
safeguarding@smrt.bristol.sch.uk 

 

mailto:safeguarding@smrt.bristol.sch.uk
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