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Welcome to this week’s SMRT Safeguarding Update… 

WAKE UP WEDNESDAY 
In this edition we focus on International Women’s Day. 

International Women’s Day  
At SMRT this week we are promoting International Women’s Day on March 8th and are aiming to 
‘Accelerate Action’ to promote gender equality. Below is an overview of the main themes of IWD.  

The IWD 2026 Give To Gain Campaign encourages a mindset of generosity and collaboration.  

Give To Gain emphasizes the power of reciprocity and support. When people, organisations, and 
communities give generously, opportunities and support for women increase. Giving is not a 
subtraction, it's intentional multiplication. When women thrive, we all rise.  

Whether through donations, knowledge, resources, infrastructure, visibility, advocacy, education, 
training, mentoring, or time, contributing to women's advancement helps create a more 
supportive and interconnected world.  

What will you Give to Gain gender equality?  

In Bristol, there is also a ‘Walk and Talk’ police support programme available for female students 
who may feel unsafe during their travel to and from school. The details are attached below and 
can be arranged with our local policing team, if you feel this is something your child needs to 
reassure them as they travel into SMRT. 

International Women’s Day  

At SMRT, there will be a series of assemblies delivered to all students celebrating the role of 
women in society, with a focus on successful women on both a national and local scale. 
We also have visiting STEM (Science Technology, Engineering and Maths) speakers, working with 
Ms Cottell and y11 on Friday, to debate these areas and give students the opportunity to 
speak with and question successful business women about these topics.  

In our VIP lessons, we are examining the effects of coercion and control in relationships, how to 
spot the signs, the support that is available and where the law can be used to stop abuse 
continuing.   

The government have also issued new RSHE guidance regarding relationships and what schools 
should be teaching young people about healthy relationships. Guidance regarding this and 
misogynistic behaviour is explained well here: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/07/new-
rshe-guidance-what-parents-need-to-know/  

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/07/new-rshe-guidance-what-parents-need-to-know/
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At SMRT, the police also run annual VAWG assemblies and workshops with students that focus on 
how women should be treated and what signs of coercion there are in young people’s 
relationships. Below is the PPT content that has been delivered to students this academic year by 
the police.  
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As always, if you have any immediate concerns about safeguarding issues, students, 
or the school site, please get in touch via: 

 
safeguarding@smrt.bristol.sch.uk 

mailto:safeguarding@smrt.bristol.sch.uk

