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American Universities British Universities

· Broad curriculum with wide range 
of disciplines and courses 

· Specialised curriculum within a 
particular subject area

· More contact time with greater 
emphasis on classroom teaching 
and discussion

· Typically not as much contact time 
and greater opportunity for private 
study

· Balance between academic study 
and extracurricular activity

· Extracurricular activity in own time

· More emphasis on continuous 
assessment

• More emphasis on end of year 
exams

• Admissions tutors look for a broad 
range of attributes including 
extracurricular achievements and 
personal qualities

• Admissions tutors look mostly at 
academic achievement and your 
potential to excel in a particular 
area of study
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Total Classes = 32
(4 classes/term)
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Aesthetic & Interpretive Understanding
Culture and Belief

Opportunities for 
students to learn and 
for faculty to teach in 
ways that cut across 

traditional 
departmental lines

Culture and Belief
Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning
Ethical Reasoning
Science of Living Systems
Science of the Physical Universe
Societies of the World
United States in the World

8

Link the arts 
and sciences 
with the 21st 
century world
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Aesthetic & Interpretive Understanding
Culture and Belief

Literature and Medicine

Nazi Cinema: The Art and 
Politics of Illusion

The Contested Bible

Concepts of the Hero 
in Classical Greek 
Civilization 

The Art of Numbers

The Business and 
Politics of Health

Political Justice and 
Political TrialsCulture and Belief

Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning
Ethical Reasoning
Science of Living Systems
Science of the Physical Universe
Societies of the World
United States in the World
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Energy: Perspectives, 
Problems, Prospects

Understanding Darwinism

Trees, Forests, and Global 
Change

The Two Koreas

Pyramid Schemes: The Archaeological 
History of Ancient Egypt

Slavery, Capitalism, Imperialism: 
The U.S. in the 19 th Century

Medicine and Society in America
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Limited to 15 Students
Over 130 Freshman Seminars including:

� Mimicry and Camouflage in Nature
� Impact of Infectious Diseases on History 

and Society
� Evolution, Buddhism and Ethics
� Dreams: Our Mind by Night
� Theatre and Magic
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Locations across the world include: Australia, 
Belize, Botswana, China, Cuba, Egypt, India, 
Scotland, Thailand, Turkey 
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School Year Task List

Year 11
•Start researching possible colleges to which you might apply
•Think about what subjects to study in Years 12 and 13

Summer Holiday •Undertake work experience and/or community service if possible

Year 12
•Register for the standardised tests (SAT or ACT) and leave sufficient 
time to practise before taking them
•Do additional research to make a short list of colleges

Summer Holiday
•Complete the Common Application Form including essays

0���	���	�
�8	%��	
�

Summer Holiday
•Complete the Common Application Form including essays
•Research funding options and finalise your selection of colleges

Year 13
(Autumn Term)

•Compile all application materials
•Submit admissions/funding applications (early deadlines in November; 
regular deadlines in January)

Year 13
(Spring Term)

•Receive admissions decisions (end of March)
•Accept/decline any offers by 1st May

Summer holiday
•Apply for your visa
•Read the pre-departure section of Fulbright website

Aug. / Sept. •Begin study in the US!
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• Academic

– Competitiveness of admission
– SAT/ACT scores of admitted students
– Courses offered; centres of excellence for certain fields
– Enrichment opportunities: study abroad, internships, undergraduate research 

• Extracurricular activity & profile of student body
– Range of clubs, societies, international groups, religious groups, performing arts – Range of clubs, societies, international groups, religious groups, performing arts 

groups, publications and community service groups
– Atmosphere, campus size, student body 
– Percentage of international students and where they are from

• Location
– Cost of living & lifestyle issues of being in urban, suburban or rural areas
– Proximity to public transport /airports
– Weather and climate

• Costs and availability of university funding for international students
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• SAT I Reasoning test - Critical Reading, Maths, Writing
• SAT II Subject tests - 2 or 3 subjects required. Subject 

choices include maths levels 1 and 2, physics, chemistry, 
biology, English Literature, French, German, Spanish

• Tips:
– Don’t panic. If you’re good enough to get good grades at A – Don’t panic. If you’re good enough to get good grades at A 

Level, you’re good enough to do these tests.
– Prepare by downloading/purchasing past papers and 

doing a few practice tests.  You will then know in advance 
how you measure up.  Each test is scored from 200-800.  
Scores in the 600s are respectable; 700s are good.

– Register with the College Board and book your place at a 
test centre early – places fill up very quickly.

• Cost: $86 Reasoning; $72.50 (each) Subject 
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Link to interview 
video on YouTube:

http://youtu.be/rgelZujuHRc
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Guiding philosophy: Harvard admits students 
irrespective of their ability to pay and then offers 
financial assistance based on family income

•Harvard guarantees adequate financial aid for all 
four years; loans are not required

•Over two-thirds of all undergraduates receive 

35

•Over two-thirds of all undergraduates receive 
some form of assistance

•Harvard undergraduate financial aid totaled over 
£120 million this past year

•Parents pay zero and student has full aid with 
family income below £ 42,000

•On a sliding scale, families with incomes up to 
£ 100,000, with typical assets, contribute 0-10% of 
annual income
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HARVARD



“What’s my favourite part of Harvard?  
The people!  They come from so many 
different places, because Harvard 
attracts students from all over the 
world.  I wanted to go to a school where 
I would learn from people who have 
different backgrounds from my own.  

7��	8�����
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different backgrounds from my own.  
What I love most is everyone’s passion 
and energy for both academics and 
extracurricular activities.”
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All freshmen live together in 
Harvard Yard dormitories

Emphasis on academic and 
extracurricular exploration

Support system of academic and 
residential advisers

Host Family programme
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Twelve residential Houses for upperclassmen

Each contains its own dining facilities, library, 
staff of advisers, co-curricular opportunities

Housing guaranteed

Virtually all students (98%) live on campus
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