Indicative sanctions against candidates

Appendix 6

This table is for guidance only and sanctions can be flexibly applied according to the details of each individual case.
In instances where the box is blank, the sanction may still be used.

The structure of awarding bodies’ qualifications can differ. Therefore, all the available sanctions may not be relevant for every
qualification.

Type of offence

Introduction of
unauthorised material into
the examination room,
such as:

Warning
(Sanction 1)

Loss of marks
(Aggregation still
permitted)
(Sanctions 2-4)

Loss of aggregation or
certification opportunity
(Sanctions 5-9)

Own blank paper

used for rough work

used for final answers

Calculators, dictionaries
(when prohibited)

not used

used or attempted to use

Bringing into the
examination room notes in
the wrong format or
prohibited annotations

notes/annotations go
beyond what is permitted
but do not give an
advantage; content
irrelevant to subject

notes/annotations are
relevant and give an unfair
advantage

notes/annotations
introduced in a deliberate
attempt to gain an
advantage

Unauthorised notes, study
guides and personal
organisers

content irrelevant to subject

content relevant to subject

relevant to subject and
evidence of use

Mobile phone or similar
electronic devices
(including iPod, MP3/4
player, memory sticks,
smartphone, smartwatch,
smart glasses, smart
devices, AirPods, earphones
and headphones)

not in the candidate’s
possession but makes a
noise during the
examination

in the candidate’s
possession but no evidence
of being used by the
candidate

in the candidate's
possession and evidence of
being used by the
candidate

Watches (not
smartwatches)

in candidate's possession

Standard sanctions:

1. warning,

2. loss of all marks gained for a section;

3. loss of all marks gained for a component;

4, loss of all marks gained for a unit;

5. disqualification from the unit;

6. disqualification from all units in one or more qualifications
taken in that series or academic year;

7. disqualification from the whole qualification;

8. disqualification from all qualifications taken in that series

or academic year;

9. barred from entering for examinations for a set period

of time.




Type of offence

Warning
(Sanction 1)

Breaches of examination conditions

Loss of marks
(Aggregation still
permitted)
(Sanctions 2-4)

Loss of aggregation or
certification opportunity
(Sanctions 5-9)

A breach of the instructions
or acdlvice of an invigilator,
supervisor or the awarding
body in relation to the
examination rules and
regulations

minor non-compliance: e.g.
sitting in a non-designated
seat; continuing to write for
a short period after being
told to stop

major non-compliance: e.g.
refusing to move to a
designated seat; significant
amount of writing after
being told to stop

repeated non-compliance

Failing to abide by the
conditions of supervision
designed to maintain the
security and integrity of the
examinations

leaving examination early
(no loss of integrity);
removing script from the
examination room but
evidence of the integrity
was maintained

removing script from
examination room but with
no proof that the script is
safe; taking home materials

deliberately breaking a
timetable clash supervision
arrangement; removing
script from the examination
room and with proof that
the script has been
tampered with; leaving
examination room early so
integrity is impaired

Disruptive behaviour in the
examination room or
assessment session
(including use of offensive
language)

minor disruption lasting a
short time; calling out,
causing noise, turning
around

repeated or prolonged
disruption; unacceptably
rude remarks; being
removed from the
examination room; taking
another’s possessions

warnings ignored;
provocative or aggravated
behaviour; repeated or loud
offensive comments;
physical assault on staff or
property

Standard sanctions:

1. warning;

2. loss of all marks gained for a section;

3. loss of all marks gained for a component;

4, loss of all marks gained for a unit;

5. disqualification from the unit;

6. disqualification from all units in one or more qualifications
taken in that series or academic year;

7. disqualification from the whole qualification;

8. disqualification from all qualifications taken in that series

or academic year;

9. barred from entering for examinations for a set period

of time.
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