
Year 7 
Non-Fiction

Exemplar Materials



Developing
• Spelling – most monosyllabic and polysyllabic words 

are spelled correctly with some errors. your/you’re

• Punctuation and capitalisation – punctuation of 
sentences is generally correct with full stops at the 
end. 

• Ideas and content – offers a few opinions on school 
uniform. Tries to comment on reasons for and against 
and then arrives at a decision at the end.

• Overall structure – there is an attempt to format the 
letter appropriately, with one address in the top left 
and the date on the right. Paragraphs are used, but 
this letter is quite short with only two paragraphs.

• Vocabulary – words are correctly used but the word 
choice is quite straightforward.



Secure

• Spelling – most polysyllabic words are spelled correctly with only 
a few errors. 

• Punctuation  and capitalisation - generally correct but there are 
some omissions. Commas are used after connectives and 
apostrophes are used in contractions. There are several missing 
capital letters in the address though.

•  Ideas and content – this response shows good focus on the task 
and a range of clear opinions. They try to address the counter 
argument and make a few suggestions of their own.

• Overall structure – this is well structured with regular paragraph 
breaks. There is a short introduction and clear connectives to 
signpost their argument at the start of each paragraph.

• Vocabulary – words are correctly used but there is some 
informality in places. ‘kids’



Extending
• Spelling – consistently accurate spelling 

throughout

• Punctuation  and capitalisation  - a wide range 
of punctuation is used confidently and 
accurately to enhance meaning.

• Ideas and content – ideas are well-developed 
and focused on the task at all times. Ideas are 
perceptive and confident. Opinions are clear 
and developed using a range of rhetorical 
devices.

• Overall structure – there is a clear introduction 
followed by five developed paragraphs. 
Connectives (e.g. Firstly, However,) are used 
to sequence ideas.

•  Vocabulary – word choice is ambitious and 
purposeful. 



Year 8 
Travel Writing

Exemplar Materials



Developing (comments 
on next slide)



Developing (previous slide)

• Spelling –most monosyllabic and polysyllabic words are spelled correctly with some errors 

their/there.

• Punctuation  and capitalisation – punctuation of sentences is generally correct with full stops at the 

end. There is a tendency to use ‘and’ instead of a variety of punctuation. There is incomplete 

punction of the first sentence of the third paragraph.

• Ideas and content – the description of the events in the story is clearly but straightforwardly 

described. The development of each idea and place is limited. The opening and ending to the piece 

are perhaps not fitting in with a piece of written travel writing.

• Overall structure – this is clearly structured with regular paragraph breaks and a coherent 

chronological structure.

• Vocabulary – words are correctly used but the word choice is quite straightforward.



Secure
• Spelling –most monosyllabic and  polysyllabic words are 

spelled correctly, with some errors their/there.

• Punctuation  and capitalisation – generally correct, with 
some useful punctuation for effect at the end of 
paragraph one.

• Ideas and content – this is good piece in that the writer 
attempts to pick out lots of details and give original 
impressions about the place they are visiting. The piece 
conveys the excitement of the day but is perhaps a little 
short.

• Overall structure – this is well structured with regular 
paragraph breaks and a coherent chronological 
structure.

• Vocabulary – words are correctly used with one or two 
ambitious vocabulary choices.



Extending
• Spelling – consistently accurate spelling throughout.

• Punctuation  and capitalisation  - a wide range of 
punctuation is used confidently and accurately to enhance 
meaning.

• Ideas and content – ideas are well-developed and 
expressed in a range of tones. Ideas are humorous and 
apt, and fitting of the piece. References to Tolkien, etc, 
add an extra dimension.

• Overall structure – the writer guides the reader through 
the narrative with apt observations and comments.

• Vocabulary – word choice is ambitious and used to create 
a wide range of effects successfully.



Year 9 
POWER, CONTROL AND 

FREEDOM

Exemplar Materials



Developing

• Spelling – most monosyllabic and polysyllabic 
words are spelled correctly with some errors

• Punctuation  and capitalisation – punctuation of 
sentences is generally correct with full stops at 
the end. There is a tendency to use ‘and’ instead 
of a variety of punctuation. 

• Ideas and content – quite narrative driven to 
begin but then does start to show some focus on 
the task. Limited use of quotation from the text. 

• Overall structure – this is an attempt to use 
paragraphs but some are undeveloped.

• Vocabulary – words are correctly used but the 
word choice is quite straightforward.



Secure

• Spelling – most polysyllabic words are spelled 

correctly with only a few errors. they’re/there

• Punctuation  and capitalisation - generally correct 

but there are some omissions, for example 

‘Winston’ isn’t always capitalised and quotation 

marks aren’t always used. 

• Ideas and content – this response shows good 

focus on the task and uses quotations from the 

text to support ideas. There is a good 

understanding of the extract. It would be better to 

start new paragraphs with a clear point rather 

than a quotation.

• Overall structure – this is well structured with 

regular paragraph breaks. There is a short 

introduction to show focus on the task.

• Vocabulary – words are correctly used but there is 

some informality in places. This is bringing 

children up with the



Extending
• Spelling – consistently accurate spelling throughout

• Punctuation  and capitalisation - a wide range of 

punctuation is used confidently and accurately to 

enhance meaning.

• Ideas and content - ideas are well-developed and 

focused on the task at all times. Ideas are perceptive 

and confident.

• Overall structure - there is a clear introduction 

followed by four developed paragraphs. Connectives 

(e.g. Furthermore) are used to sequence ideas.

• Vocabulary - word choice is ambitious and 

purposeful. 
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