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Sociology

Exam board: OCR
Specification no : H180 (AS) / H580 (A Level)

The AS content forms the first half of the A level content and can be

assessed at the end of Year 12 to provide an AS Level qualification if
the student is dropping the subject and believes they can get a strong
grade. Otherwise, the two years of content are assessed at the end of

Year 13 to give the A level grade.
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Course Delivery:

Sociology is taught through conventional lessons, where students outline,
apply and evaluate a range of sociological theories and studies. Lessons are
often built around group discussion, giving students the opportunity to
develop skills in discussion and debate. Class work and independent work
will often involve the analysis of contemporary material. Lessons often
involve engaging with the news, documentaries and contemporary events.
The emphasis is on empowering the students to learn through their own
experience. Students are encouraged to critically engage with the social
world around them and to interpret what they find using sociological theory.

Course Content:

AS Level Course Content: The Sociology OCR specification focuses on
Sociology’s key themes: socialisation, culture and identity; and power,
control and inequality. The course provides students with the exciting
opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the world around them and
reflect on social issues that are often relevant to their own social
experiences. They open up the possibility for fascinating discussions, for
example, ‘what impact do digital forms of communication have on social
relations?’, ‘how do sociologists investigate inequality in society?” and ‘what
is the most effective way to reduce crime?’



Through the course, students can acquire knowledge and a critical
understanding of contemporary social processes and social changes. They
have the opportunity to develop a broad set of key desirable skills, including
the ability to analyse and formulate clear, logical arguments with scope for
extensive evaluation using a range of theoretical perspectives.

Exploring socialisation, culture, and identity (01)

Section A of this unit introduces students to key concepts associated with
developing a sociological understanding of the contemporary social world. It
is intended to introduce the AS core themes of culture, socialisation and
identity. Key issues include the formation of culture, the process of
socialisation and the link between socialisation and the creation of identities,
and the ways in which different aspects of an individual’s identity may
intersect. In Section B students will examine how different social groups are
represented in the media and examine evidence of representations in the
media in relation to ethnicity, gender, social class and age. They will also
study theoretical views of these media representations.

Researching and understanding social inequalities (02)

In section A students examine the relationship between sociological theory
and the methods used to research social life. They consider the use of
quantitative and qualitative data-collection methods and analysis in the
context of social inequalities. In section B they study the main patterns and
trends in relation to work and employment, income and wealth, poverty and
social mobility.

A Level Course Content:

At A Level students are examined on the AS Level components in greater
detail. They also study a further component: Debates in contemporary
society.

Debates in contemporary society (03)

This component engages learners in theoretical debates and how these
relate to a contemporary global society. The component will develop
knowledge and understanding of social processes and social change. It
develops links between the topics studied in this component, the nature of
sociological thought contemporary social policy and the core themes.
Contemporary and global debates are introduced through a compulsory topic
of ‘Globalisation and the digital world’ in Section A, whilst Section B explores
them in more depth from a detailed study of Crime and Deviance.

In Section A students consider the relationship between globalisation and
digital forms of communication. They will consider the positive and negative
impacts of digital forms of communication in a global context. They will also
explore how traditional theoretical theory can be applied to this relatively new
area of sociological research. In Section B students explore crime and
deviance in society. They will analyse patterns and trends in crime, in
relation to class, gender, age and ethnicity. Students will also explore
different theoretical approaches to the study of crime and deviance and
consider right-wing and left-wing crime reduction strategies.
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Entry requirements:

If the subject is taken at GCSE it should be passed at 5 or above and at least
one English/Humanities/Social Science subject should be passed with a 6.
There is also a requirement for grade 5 in Maths.

Want to find out more about Sociology?
Below are some resources to help you find out more about studying
Sociology.

e The OCR Sociolgy A Level specification website:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/sociology-h180-
h580-from-2015/

e A great introductory book: Tomley, K et al. (2015) The Sociology
Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained
e An introductory video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio&safe=active
e A summary of the content of several A Level Sociology topics:
https://revisesociology.com/
For further information contact Mr P Montgomery (Head of Sociology)

Skills & personal qualities required / developed by course:
Studying Sociology prepares students for any career that would involve
working with people, as students broaden their understanding of social
groups and society. It also enables students to develop their confidence with
public speaking, as well as formulating arguments and extended writing.
Such skills are transferrable to a wide range of career paths. More
specifically, Sociology relates directly to careers such as: Education,
Community work, Social researcher, Policing, Social work, Public Relations,
Civil service work, Marketing and Journalism.

Which university courses does the Sociology A Level link to?

There are a huge variety of Social Sciences courses that link well to the
Sociology A Level. Some courses with a strong sociological element include:
Sociology, Childhood and Youth Sociology, Social Policy, Criminology and
Anthropology. Students often choose to study joint honours courses with
another Social Sciences subject, such as Law, Politics or Psychology.




