
 

SMRT Year 7 Suggested Reading List 

 

 

Julia and the Shark by Kiran Millwood Hargrave  

A remote island. A stormy summer. And an adventure as big as the Great Greenland shark 

...My name is Julia. 

 

This is the story of the summer I spent living in a lighthouse. 

 

The summer I almost lost my mum, and found a shark older than trees. 

 

Don't worry though, that doesn't spoil the ending ...Julia has followed her mum and dad to 

live on a remote island for the summer - her dad, for work; her mother, on a determined 

mission to find the elusive Greenland shark. But when her mother's obsession threatens to 

submerge them all, Julia finds herself on an adventure with dark depths and a lighthouse full 

of hope...A beautiful and uplifting story about a mother, a daughter, and love - with timely 

themes of the importance of science and the environment. 

 

 

The Dream Snatcher by Abi Elphinstone 

Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle of the forest, lured there by a 

recurring nightmare - the one with the drums and the rattles and the masks. The 

Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He has already taken her dreams and now he wants her life. 

 

Because Moll is more important than she knows… The Oracle Bones foretold that she 

and Gryff, a wildcat that has always been by her side, are the only ones who can fight back 

against the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. Suddenly everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn 



into a world full of secrets, magic and adventure. 

 

 

Can You Feel The Noise by Stewart Foster  

Life is going well for Sophie. She’s getting by at school, has some pretty awesome friends, 

and their band have made it through to the semifinals of the Battle of the Bands competition. 

 

But when Sophie wakes up completely deaf one morning, the life she once knew seems like 

a distant memory. With lessons replaced by endless hospital appointments, and 

conversations now an exercise in lip-reading, Sophie grows quieter and quieter. Until she 

discovers the vibrations of sound through an old set of drums and wonders whether life 

onstage is actually still within reach. 

 

 

 

Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 

Britain, 1940. With World War Two raging all around, young children are being sent from 

their homes in the city to the countryside for safety. When eight-year-old Willie Beech first 

arrives on Tom Oakley's doorstep, neither are quite sure what to make of each another. 

 

Brought up in terrible poverty, Willie is terribly shy, and totally unprepared for village life - but 

the gruff-but-gentle 'Mister Tom' quickly takes him under his wing. Neither he nor Willie could 

ever have predicted the journey they will go on together - nor the unbreakable bond that will 

be formed. 

 



 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, 

playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary 

kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 

 

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his 

whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he 

wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, 

underneath it all? 

 

 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 

A story about family, self-belief and bravery, The London Eye Mystery is a brilliantly 

inventive crime-caper perfect for fans of Enola Holmes, High-Rise Mystery and A Kind 

of Spark. 

11.32 a.m. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye. 

The pod rises from the ground, high above the city. 

12.02 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open. Everyone exits - everyone but Salim. 

 

Has he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.) 

Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria's theory.) 

Is he even still alive? (The family's unspoken fear.) 

Ted doesn't see the world like most people he knows and is sure that with his "unique 

operating system" of a brain he can uncover the truth about Salim's disappearance. 

So, teaming up with Kat, Ted sets out to do just that - following a trail of clues across 



London. But with time ticking dangerously by, can Ted solve the mystery before it's too 

late? 

 

 

 

The Falcon’s Malteser by Anthony Horowitz 

Meet the Diamond Brothers, the world's most defective detectives, by the author of the 

number one bestselling Alex Rider series. When a dwarf comes into the office and leaves a 

package, Tim Diamond, the world's worst private-detective, is faced with his toughest case 

yet. The office is ransacked and the package is found to contain simply a box of Maltesers. 

Who was the dwarf … and why was he murdered shortly after his visit? 

 

 

 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q Rauf 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is 

sitting in it. 

 

He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never smiles and 

doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! 

 

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run 

away from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the 



more I find out about him, the more I want to help. 

 

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, together 

we've come up with a plan. . . 

 

 

 

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson 

Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by crippling OCD, spending most of his 
time staring out of his window as the inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their business. 

Until the day he is the last person to see his next door neighbour's toddler, Teddy, before he 
goes missing. 

Matthew must turn detective and unravel the mystery of Teddy's disappearance - with the 
help of a brilliant cast of supporting characters. 

 

 

 

Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Leonard is shocked when he arrives with his mother in the port of Southampton. His father is 

a stranger to him, it’s cold and even the Jamaican food doesn’t taste the same as it did back 

home in Maroon Town. But his parents have brought him here to try to make a better life, 



so Leonard does his best not to complain, to make new friends, to do well at school – even 

when people hurt him with their words and with their fists.  

 

 

 

1783 Freedom by Catherine Johnson 

12-year old Nathaniel is a slave, sent to England. Life in London is tough and Nat seizes the 

first opportunity to escape. He hears the story of The Zong, a ship where the crew murdered 

133 slaves. Will the world continue to turn a blind eye to the horrors of slavery? And can Nat 

really evade his masters forever? 

 

 

 

 

A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll 

A Kind of Spark tells the story of 11-year-old Addie as she campaigns for a memorial in 

memory of the witch trials that took place in her Scottish hometown. Addie knows there's 

more to the story of these 'witches', just like there is more to hers. Can Addie challenge how 

the people in her town see her, and her autism, and make her voice heard?  

And, honestly? That's not the easiest thing to live with. 

 



 

 

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz 

In the first book in the number one bestselling Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz, 
fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6. Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to 
investigate Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to 
every school in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal danger. 
 

 

 

 

The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 

There is nothing to be found in Lemony Snicket’s ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’ but misery 
and despair. You still have time to choose another international best-selling series to read. 
But if you insist on discovering the unpleasant adventures of the Baudelaire orphans, then 
proceed with caution… 
 

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They are charming, and 
resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. Unfortunately, they are exceptionally unlucky. 
 

In The Bad Beginning, the siblings encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a 
disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune and cold porridge for breakfast. 



 

Rowley Jerrerson’s Awesome Friendly Adventure by Jeff Kinney 

From the imagination of Wimpy Kid's Rowley Jefferson comes an adventure of epic 

proportions! Join Roland and his best friend, Garg the Barbarian, as they leave the safety of 

their village and embark on a quest to save Roland's mum from the White Warlock. Will our 

heroes survive? Find out in Rowley Jefferson's Awesome Friendly Adventure! 

 

 

 

Space Band by Tom Fletcher 

George, Neila and Bash are the worst band on Earth. George wants them to be brilliant - 

but Neila has stage fright, and Bash is too distracted by his obsession with stars, aliens and 

faraway planets. But what they lack in talent and confidence, they make up for in heart. 

 

They're determined to blow their friends away at their school Battle of the Bands contest. But 

the moment they start to play... 

They're beamed up into space!!! 

Now the kids face an even bigger challenge: Battle of the Bands, but the intergalactic 

version. They're competing against alien bands from every galaxy! And if they don't win, they 

might never make it home again... 

 

Can the worst band on Earth become the best band in the universe? 

An intergalactically awesome tale of celebrating difference, believing in yourself, and 

the power of friendship. 

 



 

The Boy who got Accidentally Famous by David Baddiel 

Nothing extraordinary has ever happened to Billy Smith. In fact, every single thing about him 
is ordinary, including his name. But when a documentary crew turns up at Billy’s school to 
film the new TV series School Daze, everything changes. 

Billy shouldn’t stand out: all the other kids are much more interesting than him. But when 
remixes of his boring class presentation go viral, Billy finds himself accidentally an overnight 
star. With his friends Bo and Rinor by his side, his life turns into a whirlwind of red carpets, 
TV shows, albums and even the possibility of meeting Sunshine De Marto – the coolest girl 
on the planet. But as everyone knows, fame comes with a price… 

The Boy Who Got Accidentally Famous is an epically entertaining tale, brought to life with 
illustrations by the brilliant Steven Lenton, which asks the question – what if everyone 
suddenly knew your name…? 
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Fight Back by A.M.Dassu 

Aaliyah is an ordinary thirteen-year-old living in the Midlands - she's into her books, shoes, 
K-pop and she is a Muslim. She has always felt at home where she lives ... until a terrorist 
attack in her area changes everything. As racial tensions increase and she starts getting 
bullied, Aaliyah decides to begin wearing a hijab - to challenge how people in her community 
see her. 

But when her school bans the hijab and she is intimidated and attacked for her 
choices, she feels isolated. Soon Aaliyah realises that other young people from different 
backgrounds also struggle with their identity and feel alone, scared and judged. Should she 
try to blend in - or can she find allies to help her fight back? Channelling all of her bravery, 
Aaliyah decides to speak out.Together, can Aaliyah and her friends halt the tide of hatred 
rippling through their community? 

 

 

Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone by JK Rowling 

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start dropping on the 

doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment with a 

purple seal, they are swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry's 

eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with 



some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to begin! 

 

 

 12 Minutes to Midnight by Christopher Edge  

Penelope Tredwell is the feisty thirteen-year-old orphan heiress of the bestselling magazine, 
The Penny Dreadful. Her masterly tales of the macabre are gripping Victorian Britain, even if 
no one knows she's the author. One day, a letter she receives from the governor of the 
notorious Bedlam madhouse plunges her into an adventure more terrifying than anything 
she has ever imagined 

Why are the patients of Bedlam waking every night at twelve minutes to midnight? What is 
the meaning of the strange messages they write? Who is the Spider Lady of South 
Kensington? 

Penelope is always seeking mysteries to fill the pages of her magazine. But this isn't any 
ordinary story, it's the future. 

And the future looks deadly... 

 

 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of justice sends him 

to Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) 

he is not surprised. Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide 



by five foot deep, reporting anything they find. Why? The evil warden claims that it's 

character building, but this is a lie. It's up to Stanley to dig up the truth. 

 

 

 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Patterson 

Jess Aarons wants to be the fastest boy in the class, but when a girl named Leslie Burke 

moves into the neighbouring farm his life changes forever. Even though she runs faster than 

him, Jess begins to think Leslie might be okay - she's clever and funny and not a bit soppy. 

And it is Leslie who invents Terabithia, the secret country on an island across the creek 

where he can escape his troublesome family.The only way to reach Terabithia is by rope-

swing where Jess and Leslie become King and Queen, defeating giants, sharing stories and 

dreams, and plotting against their enemies. They are invincible - until tragedy strikes. It is 

more dreadful than anything Jess had ever dreamed of, but as he struggles to cope with his 

grief and anger, he finds that his family value him more than he'd thought and that, still King, 

he could even save Terabithia for the future. 

 

 

How High the Moon by Karyn Parson  

It's 1944, and in a small Southern town, eleven-year-old Ella spends her summers running 

wild with her cousins and friends. But life isn't always so sunny. The deep racial tension that 

simmers beneath their town's peaceful facade never quite goes away, and Ella misses her 

mama - a beautiful jazz singer, who lives in Boston. 



 

So when an invitation arrives to come to Boston for a visit Ella is ecstatic - and the trip 

proves life-changing in more ways than one. For the first time, Ella sees what life outside of 

segregation is like, and begins to dream of a very different future. But her happiness is 

shattered when she returns home to the news that her classmate has been arrested for the 

murder of two white girls - and nothing will ever be the same again. 

 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a murder mystery novel like no other. 

The detective, and narrator, is Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's 

Syndrome. He knows a very great deal about maths and very little about human beings. He 

loves lists, patterns and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown and being touched. 

He has never gone further than the end of the road on his own, but when he finds a 

neighbour's dog murdered he sets out on a terrifying journey which will turn his whole world 

upside down. 

 

 

The House with Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson 

Marinka dreams of a normal life, where her house stays in one place long enough for her to 

make friends. But her house has chicken legs and moves on without warning. 

 

For Marinka's grandmother is Baba Yaga, who guides spirits between this world and the 



next. Marinka longs to change her destiny and sets out to break free from her grandmother's 

footsteps, but her house has other ideas... 

 

 

Welcome to Trashland by Steve Cole 

A search for treasure reveals the toxic consequences of modern life in this thrilling adventure 
set against the backdrop of the world’s largest e-waste dump. 

 
Theo lives and works in Agbogbloshie in Ghana, a vast dumping ground for the world’s 
broken electronics. He spends his days scouring the trash for scraps of metal to sell for 
cash, while dreaming of going to school and escaping this harsh life. The money Theo 
makes is barely enough to pay for lessons, so when Emmanuel turns up with talk of buried 
treasure, Theo sees a chance to get out of Trashland. But Emmanuel’s presence draws the 
attention of a local gang, and Theo starts to wonder if his new friend is keeping dangerous 
secrets ... 

 

 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 

Thousands of years ago, a powerful and malevolent force conjured a demon: a demon so 

evil that it could only be contained in the body of a ferocious bear, a demon determined to 

destroy the world. Only one boy can stop it ... 

 

Twelve-year-old Torak sees his father murdered by the bear. With his dying breath, he asks 



his son to make him a promise. Alone, wounded, terrified and on the run, Torak must now 

lead the bear to the Mountain of the World Spirit - a mountain that no one has ever found 

before. But can Torak keep his promise? 

 

A terrifying quest commences in a world of wolves, tree spirits and Hidden People, a world in 

which trusting a friend means risking your life. 

 

 

Escape The Rooms by Stephen Mangan 

The last thing Jack expected when he bungee-jumped at the fairground was to go 
plummeting right through the ground into the weird, wonderful Rooms... 

There he must face a series of puzzles and traps alongside a mysterious girl called Cally, 
in order for them to find their way home. 

Throw in a murderous polar bear, hundreds of tiny yet ferocious lions, some mind-blowing 
riddles, and get ready for a hilarious, helter-skelter adventure like no other! 

 

 

Has Anyone Seen Archie Ebbs? By Simon Packham  

Archie Ebbs has the perfect life. Good friends, a nice home and classmates who laugh at 

(nearly) all his jokes. But all that is about to change. As his family faces upheaval, Archie 

realises he will have to leave behind so much that he knows and loves, even his cat, Dinger. 

And soon Archie has other worries ... is he really starting to become invisible? 



 

 

 

When We Were Warriors by Emma Carroll 

A body washed up on the beach... 

Evacuation to an old house with forbidden rooms and dark secrets... 

An animal rescue service... 

 

 

 

 

Edie and the Box of Flits by Kate Wilkinson 

When eleven-year-old Edie Winter finds a mysterious box on the London Underground, she 

goes straight to take it to her father, an employee of the London Underground Lost Property 

Office. But on her way, Edie is amazed to discover that the box is home to a family of Flits - 

tiny winged people. And these Flits - Impy, Speckle and Nid - need Edie's help. Not only do 

they need supplies (rice crispies, sugar sprinkles, digestive biscuits and raisins) and 

someone to look after them, but their brother Jot has run away and they need Edie's help to 

find him. 
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When Shadows Fall by Sita Brahmachari 

Kai, Orla and Zak grew up together, their days spent on the patch of wilderness in between 

their homes, a small green space in a sprawling grey city. Music, laughter and friendship 

bind them together and they have big plans for their future – until Kai’s family suffers a huge 

loss. 

 

Trying to cope with his own grief, as well as watching it tear his family apart, Kai is drawn 

into a new and more dangerous crowd, until his dreams for the future are a distant memory. 

Excluded from school and retreating from his loved ones, it seems as though his path is set, 

his story foretold. Orla, Zak and new classmate Om are determined to help him find his way 

back. But are they too late? 

 

 

Some Places More Than Others by Renee Watson 

All Amara wants for her birthday is to visit her father's family in New York City - Harlem. She 

can't wait to finally meet her Grandpa Earl and cousins in person, and to stay in the 

brownstone where her father grew up. Maybe this will help her understand her family - and 

herself - in a new way. But New York City is not exactly what Amara thought it would be. It's 

noisy, crowded, confusing, and her cousins can be mean. Plus her father is too busy working 

to spend time with her and too angry to fix his relationship with Grandpa Earl. Amara can't 



help wondering, even if she does discover more about where she came from, will it help her 

know where she belongs? 

 

 

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater 

One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter. One moment that changes both their 

lives forever. 

 

Two teenagers growing up in Oakland, California. One, Sasha, was born male but identifies 

as agender, wears skirts and attends a private school. The other, Richard, is an African 

American from a poor part of Oakland who attends a rough public school. 

 

They have no reason to meet, except for eight minutes every day, they catch the same bus 

home. And one day, messing about, Richard spies Sasha napping. He flicks the flame of his 

lighter to Sasha's skirt, and Sasha wakes up in a ball of flame. 

 

What happens next, as the victim, the perpetrator and the community struggle to come to 

terms with their sadness and shock, is a story of recovery, reconciliation, forgiveness and, 

above all, hope. It's about the power of being true to yourself, bravery and the good and bad 

in all of us. 

 

 

The Royal Rebel by Bali Rai 



Born in 1876, Princess Sophia Duleep Singh was the daughter of the last Sikh ruler of the 

Punjab, and goddaughter of Queen Victoria. After her father lost control of his empire and 

was exiled to England, Sophia had a privileged but troubled upbringing that left her unsure 

about where she belonged – in India or England. Sensitive to injustice, she became an 

suffragette and fought hard to win the vote for women. This is the extraordinary story of her 

life. 

 

 

Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens 

At Deepdean School for Girls, Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong have set up their own 

detective agency. But they are struggling to find any real crimes to investigate. (Unless 

you count the case of Lavinia's missing tie. Which they don't.) 

 

Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying dead in the Gym. To add to the 

mystery, when she and Daisy return five minutes later, the body has disappeared. Now 

Hazel and Daisy not only have a murder to solve: they have to prove one happened in 

the first place. 

 

Determined to get to the bottom of the crime before the killer strikes again Hazel and Daisy 

must hunt for evidence, spy on their suspects and use all the cunning and intuition they can 

muster. But will they succeed? And can their friendship stand the test? 

 

 

Cinderella is Dead by Kalynn Bayron 



Sophia knows the story though, off by heart. Because every girl has to recite it daily, from 

when she's tiny until the night she's sent to the royal ball for choosing. And every girl knows 

that she has only one chance. For the lives of those not chosen by a man at the ball . are 

forfeit. 

 

But Sophia doesn't want to be chosen - she's in love with her best friend, Erin, and hates the 

idea of being traded like cattle. And when Sophia's night at the ball goes horribly wrong, she 

must run for her life. Alone and terrified, she finds herself hiding in Cinderella's tomb. And 

there she meets someone who will show her that she has the power to remake her world. 

 

 

Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams  

It's an ordinary Thursday lunchtime for Arthur Dent until his house gets demolished. The 

Earth follows shortly afterwards to make way for a new hyperspace express route, and his 

best friend has just announced that he's an alien. At this moment, they're hurtling through 

space with nothing but their towels and an innocuous-looking book inscribed, in large friendly 

letters, with the words: DON'T PANIC. 

 

The weekend has only just begun . . . 

 

 

Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Life is not safe for Alem. His father is Ethopian, his mother Eritrean. Their countries are at 

war, and Alem is welcome in neither place. 



 

So Alem is excited to spend a holiday in London with his father - until he wakes up to find 

him gone. What seems like a betrayal is in fact an act of love, but now Alem is alone in a 

strange country, and he must forge his own path... 

 

 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier - 

and will become busier still. 

 

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever when she picks up a single object, 

abandoned in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this is her first act of book 

thievery. So begins Liesel's love affair with books and words, and soon she is stealing from 

Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library . . . wherever there are books to be found. 

 

But these are dangerous times, and when Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in their 

basement, nothing will ever be the same again. 

 

 

Paradise on Fire by Jewell Parker Rhodes 

ddy is haunted by the tragic fire that killed her parents, leaving her to be raised by her 

grandmother. Now, years later, Addy's grandmother has enrolled her in a summer wilderness 

programme. There, Addy joins five other Black city kids - each with their own troubles - to 

spend a summer out west. 



 

Deep in the forest, the kids learn new (and to them) strange skills: camping, hiking, rock 

climbing and how to start and safely put out campfires. Most important, they learn to depend 

upon each other for companionship and survival. But then comes a furious forest fire ... 

 

 

Run,Riot by Nikesh Shukla 

Aspiring MC Taran and her twin brother Hari never wanted to move to Firestone House. But 

when the rent was doubled overnight and Dad's chemo meant he couldn't work, they had to 

make this tower block their home. It's good now though; they feel part of something here. 

 

When they start noticing boarded-up flats and glossy flyers for expensive apartments, they 

don't think much of it - until Hari is caught up in a tragedy, and they are forced to go on the 

run. 

 

It's up to these teenagers to uncover the sinister truth behind what's going on in the block, 

before it blows their world apart. 

 

 

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 

Anne Frank's The Diary of a Young Girl is an inspiring and tragic account of an ordinary life 

lived in extraordinary circumstances that has enthralled readers for generations.  



 

Miss Peregrine’s Hone for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. And a strange collection of very curious 

photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an 

unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As 

our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote 

island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's 

Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it 

becomes clear that the children who once lived here--one of whom was his own grandfather-

-were more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. They may have been 

quarantined on a desolate island for good reason. And somehow--impossible though it 

seems--they may still be alive. 

 

 

 

Toffee by Sarah Crossan 

I am not who I say I am. 

Marla isn't who she thinks she is. 

I am a girl trying to forget. 

Marla is a woman trying to remember. 

 

When Allison runs away from home, she doesn't expect to be taken in by Marla, an elderly 

woman with dementia, who mistakes her for an old friend called Toffee. Allison is used to 

hiding who she really is and trying to be what other people want her to be. And so Toffee is 



who she becomes. 

 

But as her bond with Marla grows, Allison begins to ask herself: Where is home? What is a 

family? And, most importantly, Who am I, really? 
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The Good Hawk by Joseph Elliott 

Agatha patrols the sea wall with pride, despite those in her clan who question her right to be 

there, because of the condition she was born with. 

 

Jaime is a reluctant Angler, full of self-doubt and afraid of the sea. 

 

When disaster strikes, the pair must embark on a terrifying journey to a land where forgotten 

magic and dark secrets lurk in every shadow... 

 

 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she was born and 

raised and her posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is 

shattered when Starr is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, 

Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It could also get 

her killed. 

 

Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA novel about 

one girl's struggle for justice. 

 



 

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross: she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's lonely, and burns with 

injustice at the world she sees around her. 

 

Callum is a nought: he's considered to be less than nothing - a blanker, there to serve 

Crosses - but he dreams of a better life. 

 

They've been friends since they were children, and they both know that's as far as it can 

ever go. Noughts and Crosses are fated to be bitter enemies - love is out of the question. 

 

Then - in spite of a world that is fiercely against them - these star-crossed lovers choose 

each other. 

 

But this is love story that will lead both of them into terrible danger . . . and which will have 

shocking repercussions for generations to come. 

 

 

Buffalo Soldier by Tanya Landman 

 "What kind of a girl steals the clothes from a dead man's back and runs off to join the army? 
A desperate one. That's who." At the end of the American Civil War, Charley – a young 
African-American slave from the deep south – is ostensibly freed. But then her adopted 
mother is raped and lynched at the hands of a mob and Charley is left alone. In a terrifyingly 
lawless land, where the colour of a person's skin can bring violent death, Charley disguises 
herself as a man and joins the army. Soon she's being sent to the prairies to fight a whole 



new war against the "savage Indians". Trapped in a world of injustice and inequality, it's only 
when Charley is posted to Apache territory that she begins to learn what it is to be truly free. 

 

 

Small Island by Andrea Levy 

It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But at 21 Nevern Street, London, the 

conflict has only just begun. 

 

Queenie Bligh's neighbours don't approve when she agrees to take in Jamaican lodgers, but 

with her husband, Bernard, not back from the war, she has little choice in the matter. 

 

Gilbert Joseph was one of the many Jamaican men who joined the RAF to fight Hitler. But 

when he returns to England as a civilian he doesn't receive the welcome he was expecting, 

and it's desperation that drives him to knock at Queenie's door. Gilbert's wife Hortense, who 

for years has longer for a better life in England, soon joins him. But London is far from the 

golden city of her dreams, and even Gilbert is not the man she thought he was. 

Small Island explores a point in England's past when the country began to change. In this 

delicately wrought and profoundly moving novel, Andrea Levy handles the weighty themes of 

empire, prejudice, war and love, with a superb lightness of touch and generosity of spirit. 

 

 

 

 



 

His Dark Material by Philip Pullman 

Without this child, we shall all die. 

Lyra Belacqua lives half-wild and carefree among the scholars of Jordan College, with her 
daemon, Pantalaimon, always by her side. 

But the arrival of her fearsome uncle, Lord Asriel, draws her to the heart of a terrible struggle 
- a struggle born of stolen children, witch clans and armoured bears. 

As she hurtles towards danger in the cold far North, Lyra never suspects the shocking truth: 
she alone is destined to win, or to lose, the biggest battle imaginable. 

 

 

 

Rani & Sukh (un)arranged Marriage by Bali Rai 

A powerful and gripping novel that sweeps the reader from modern-day Britain to the Punjab 

in the 1960s and back again in a ceaseless cycle of tragedy and conflict. 

 

1950s Punjab - a secret affair goes terribly wrong and the bride commits suicide after her 

lover is attacked by her family. The two families part in violence and conflict. 

 

2004 Leicester - Rani and Sukh fall in love, unaware of the terrible legacy of the past and 

the conflict between their two families-Can tragedy be averted or will the two young people 

be able to escape the cycle of violence and draw the families together for the future? 



 

Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell 

Cath and Wren are identical twins, and until recently they did absolutely everything together. 
Now they're off to university and Wren's decided she doesn't want to be one half of a pair 
any more – she wants to dance, meet boys, go to parties and let loose. It's not so easy for 
Cath. She's horribly shy and has always buried herself in the fan fiction she writes, where 
she always knows exactly what to say and can write a romance far more intense than 
anything she's experienced in real life. Without Wren Cath is completely on her own and 
totally outside her comfort zone. She's got a surly room-mate with a charming, always-
around boyfriend, a fiction-writing professor who thinks fan fiction is the end of the civilized 
world, a handsome classmate who only wants to talk about words . . . And she can't stop 
worrying about her dad, who's loving and fragile and has never really been alone. Now Cath 
has to decide whether she's ready to open her heart to new people and new experiences, 
and she's realizing that there's more to learn about love than she ever thought possible . . . 

 

 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

Enter a vanished and unjust world: Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. Where black maids 

raise white children, but aren't trusted not to steal the silver . . . 

There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing the hurt caused by her own 

son's tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss 

Skeeter, home from College, who wants to know why her beloved maid has disappeared. 

Skeeter, Aibileen and Minny. No one would believe they'd be friends; fewer still would 

tolerate it. But as each woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they come to depend 

and rely upon one another. Each is in a search of a truth. And together they have an 

extraordinary story to tell. 



 

Conversations with Myself by Nelson Mandela 

Conversations With Myself gives readers access to the private man behind the public figure: 
from letters written in the darkest hours of Mandela's twenty-seven years of imprisonment to 
the draft of an unfinished sequel to Long Walk to Freedom. Here he is making notes and 
even doodling during meetings, or recording troubled dreams on the desk calendar of his cell 
on Robben Island; writing journals while on the run during the anti-apartheid struggles in the 
early 1960s, or conversing with friends in almost seventy hours of recorded conversations. In 
these pages he is neither an icon nor a saint; here he is like you and me.An intimate journey 
from the first stirrings of his political conscience to his galvanizing role on the world stage, 
Conversations With Myself is a rare chance to spend time with Nelson Mandela the man, in 
his own words: direct, clear, private. 

 
 

 
 
Before the Coffee gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi 
 
In a small back alley in Tokyo, there is a cafe which has been serving carefully brewed 
coffee for more than one hundred years. But this coffee shop offers its customers a unique 
experience: the chance to travel back in time. 
 
In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, we meet four visitors, each of whom is hoping to make use 
of the cafe’s time-travelling offer, in order to: confront the man who left them, receive a letter 
from their husband whose memory has been taken by Alzheimer's, see their sister one last 
time, and meet the daughter they never got the chance to know. 
 
But the journey into the past does not come without risks: customers must sit in a particular 



seat, they cannot leave the cafe, and finally, they must return to the present before the 
coffee gets cold . . . 
 
 
 

 
 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
 
 Perks follows observant "wallflower" Charlie as he charts a course through the strange 
world between adolescence and adulthood. First dates, family drama, and new friends. Sex, 
drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Devastating loss, young love, and life on the 
fringes. Caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to 
navigate those wild and poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Darkest Minds by Alexandra Bracken 
 
Ruby is sixteen. She is dangerous. And she is alive. For now. 
 
A mysterious disease has killed most of America's children. Ruby might have survived, but 
she and the others have emerged with something far worse than a virus: frightening abilities 
they cannot control. Pressured by the government, Ruby's parents sent her to Thurmond, a 
brutal state 'rehabilitation camp', where she has learned to fear and suppress her new 
power. But what if mastering it is a whole generation's only chance for survival? 
 



 

 
 
The Dark Lady By Akala 
 
Henry is an orphan, an outsider, a thief. He is also a fifteen-year-old invested with magical 
powers ... 
 
This brilliant, at times brutal, first novel from the amazing imagination that is Akala, will glue 
you to your seat as you are hurled into a time when London stank and boys like Henry were 
forced to find their own route through the tangled streets and out the other side. 
 
 
 

 
 
The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson 
 
Two outsiders. Two secrets. 
 
David longs to be a girl. Leo wants to be invisible. 
 
When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms. But things are about to 
get messy. Because at Eden Park School, secrets have a funny habit of not staying secret 
for long . . . 
 
 



 
 
White Teeth by Zadie Smith 
 
One of the most talked about fictional debuts of ever, White Teeth is a funny, generous, big-
hearted novel, adored by critics and readers alike. Dealing - among many other things - with 
friendship, love, war, three cultures and three families over three generations, one brown 
mouse, and the tricky way the past has of coming back and biting you on the ankle, it is a 
life-affirming, riotous must-read of a book. 

 
 

 
 
One Day by David Nicholls 
 
Twenty years, two people, ONE DAY. The multi-million copy bestseller that captures 
the experiences of a generation. 
 
'I can imagine you at forty,' she said, a hint of malice in her voice. 'I can picture it right now.' 
 
He smiled without opening his eyes. 'Go on then.' 
 
15th July 1988. Emma and Dexter meet for the first time on the night of their graduation. 
Tomorrow they must go their separate ways. 
 
So where will they be on this one day next year? 
 
And the year after that? And every year that follows? 
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The Loop by Ben Oliver 

Luka Kane has been inside hi-tech prison the Loop for over two years. 

A death sentence is hanging over his head but his day-to-day routine is mind-numbingly 
repetitive, broken only by the books brought to him by the sympathetic warden, Wren. 

Then everything starts to change: rumours of war are whispered in the courtyard and the 
government-issued rain stops falling. 

On Luka's last, desperate day, Wren issues him a terrifying warning: breaking out of the 
Loop might be Luka's only chance to save himself – and the world ... 

 

 

They Both Die at the End by Adam Silvera 

On September 5th, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo Torrez and Rufus 

Emeterio to give them some bad news: they're going to die today. Mateo and Rufus are total 

strangers, but, for different reasons, they're both looking to make a new friend on their End 

Day. The good news: there's an app for that. It's called the Last Friend, and through it, 

Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great adventure - to live a lifetime in a 

single day. 

 



 

The Time Machine by HG Wells 

A Victorian scientist and inventor creates a machine for propelling himself through time, and 

voyages to the year AD 802701, where he discovers a race of humanoids called the Eloi. 

Their gently indolent way of life, set in a decaying cityscape, leads thescientist to believe that 

they are the remnants of a once great civilization. He is forced to revise this assessment 

when he comes across the cave dwellings of threatening apelike creatures known as 

Morlocks, whose dark underground world he must explore to discover the terrible secrets of 

this fractured society, and the means of getting back to his own time.A biting critique of class 

and social equality as well as an innovative and much imitated piece of science fiction which 

introduced the idea of time travel into the popular consciousness, The Time Machine is a 

profound and extraordinarily prescient novel. 

 

 

A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson 

Bill Bryson describes himself as a reluctant traveller, but even when he stays safely at home 

he can't contain his curiosity about the world around him. A Short History of Nearly 

Everything is his quest to understand everything that has happened from the Big Bang to the 

rise of civilization - how we got from there, being nothing at all, to here, being us. 

 

Bill Bryson's challenge is to take subjects that normally bore the pants off most of us, like 

geology, chemistry and particle physics, and see if there isn't some way to render them 

comprehensible to people who have never thought they could be interested in science. As a 

result, A Short History of Nearly Everything reveals the world in a way most of us have never 

seen it before 



 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

With its 'light and bright and sparkling' dialogue, its romantic denouement and its lively 

heroine, Pride and Prejudice is Jane Austen's most perennially popular novel. The love story 

of Elizabeth Bennet and Fitzwilliam Darcy, who misjudge, then challenge and change each 

other, is also a novel about the search for happiness and self- knowledge in a world of strict 

social rules, where a woman must marry well to survive. 

 

 

 

 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe  

Okonkwo is the greatest wrestler and warrior alive, and his fame spreads throughout West 

Africa like a bush-fire in the harmattan. But when he accidentally kills a clansman, things 

begin to fall apart. Then Okonkwo returns from exile to find missionaries and colonial 

governors have arrived in the village. With his world thrown radically off-balance he can only 

hurtle towards tragedy. 

 



 

The Woman in Black by Susan Hill 

Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, the 

sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House. The house stands at the end of a causeway, wreathed 

in fog and mystery, but it is not until he glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed all in 

black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of unease begins to take hold, a feeling 

deepened by the reluctance of the locals to talk of the woman in black - and her terrible 

purpose. 

 

 

 

The 39 Steps by John Buchan 

 

A seminal classic in the Adventure Spy genre, Buchan’s novel The Thirty-Nine Steps defined 
the man-on-the-run genre which was subsequently used as common plot device in films and 
other works of fiction. Set in 1914, right before the outbreak of war, the story was a great 
success with the men in the First World War trenches. A thrilling and entertaining literary 
classic, and an unmissable read. 

 

 



 

Orangeboy by Patrice Lawrence 

Sixteen-year-old Marlon has made his mum a promise - he'll never follow his big brother, 

Andre, down the wrong path. So far, it's been easy, but when a date ends in tragedy, Marlon 

finds himself hunted. They're after the mysterious Mr Orange, and they're going to use 

Marlon to get to him. Marlon's out of choices - can he become the person he never wanted 

to be, to protect everyone he loves? 

 

 

 

 

The Midwich Cuckoos by John Wyndham 

In the sleepy English village of Midwich, a mysterious silver object appears and all the 

inhabitants fall unconscious. A day later the object is gone and everyone awakens unharmed 

- except that all the women in the village are discovered to be pregnant. 

 

The resultant children of Midwich do not belong to their parents: all are blonde, all are golden 

eyed. They grow up too fast and their minds exhibit frightening abilities that give them control 

over others and brings them into conflict with the villagers just as a chilling realisation dawns 

on the world outside . . . 



 

Brixton Rock by Alex Wheatle  

South London in the 1980s. Sixteen-year-old Brenton Brown is the mixed-race child of a 

mother he has never met. He's been living in a children's home all his life, and when he is 

unexpectedly reunited with his mother, Cynthia, his whole world seems poised to change. 

 

The best thing happens: Brenton has a family at last. 

 

And then the worst: Brenton falls in love with his beautiful half-sister, Juliet. 

 

As tensions brew in Brixton, Brenton finds himself embroiled in a violent feud with a killer. 

Vengeance seems like the only option as Brenton hurtles towards an explosive climax which 

will risk everything. 

 

 

 

The Manifesto on How to be Interesting by Holly Bourne 

Apparently I'm boring. A nobody. But that's all about to change. Because I am starting a 

project. Here. Now. For myself. And if you want to come along for the ride then you're very 

welcome. 

 

Bree is by no means popular. Most of the time, she hates her life, her school, her never-

there parents. So she writes. 

 

But when Bree is told she needs to stop shutting the world out and start living a life worth 



writing about, The Manifesto on How to Be Interesting is born. A manifesto that will change 

everything... 

 

...but the question is, at what cost? 
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